




Dear *insert name* MP,
As your constituent, and as a member of the National Association of Funeral Directors (NAFD), I am writing to you regarding the NAFD’s campaign for death, dying and bereavement to be included as a compulsory part of the national curriculum.
On average, 111 children in the UK lose a parent every day, and many more lose grandparents, other members of their family, friends, and pets. Schools provide a key support mechanism for bereaved children however pupils are unlikely to have spent any time learning about death and grief in the safe space of the classroom ahead of experiencing a bereavement. 
It is for this reason, that the NAFD is advocating for the national curriculum to be updated to ensure that all school children are taught about death, dying and bereavement in school classrooms. Schools should be required to provide age-appropriate education to help children understand death as a part of life, and they must be properly resourced to support all children who suffer a bereavement.
Following 2022-2023 NAFD President John Adams’ petition on this campaign receiving more than 11,000 signatures, the Government responded on 13 March, stating that the Department for Education (DfE) “will assess whether content on bereavement is needed” when it reviews statutory Religious, Social and Health Education (RHSE) guidance later this year. 
As part of the review process, the DfE has confirmed that it will undertake a public consultation – which will allow supporters of the campaign a further opportunity to contribute their views to the Government. The next steps for the campaign will be to meet with ministers, including Schools Minister Nick Gibb MP, to discuss the forthcoming consultation proposals as well as maintaining pressure through the media and petition.
I feel that this matter is of great importance, and would be grateful to count on your support on this matter, as my elected Member of Parliament.
Yours sincerely,
*name and address/postcode*

